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Preface

TheNatural Gas Annual provides information onthe supply
and disposition of natural gas to awide audience including
industry, consumers, Federal and State agencies, and educa-
tional institutions. This report, the Historical Natural Gas
Annual presents historical data for the Nation from
1930-2000, and by State from 1967-2000.

The data in this publication are taken from surveys
conducted by the Energy Information Administration (EIA),
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), tofulfill itsresponsibili-
ties for gathering and reporting energy data. Two EIA
surveys provide most of the information presented in this
report the mandatory Form EIA-176, “Annual Report of
Natural and Supplemental Gas Supply and Disposition,” and
the Form EIA-895, “Monthly Quantity and Value of Natural
Gas Report.” Form ElIA-176 was submitted by respondents
out of an identified universe of operators of fields, wells, or
natural gas processing plantswho distribute gasto end users
or transport gas to or across a State border; operators of
synthetic natural gas plants; natural gas distributors; natural
gas pipeline companies; and companies that operate under-
ground natural gas storage facilities. Form EIA-895 was
submitted by the appropriate agencies of the 32 natural gas
producing States.

Data collected on Form EIA-176 are not proprietary. Se-
lected company-level data are presented in the Natural
Gas Consumer Prices section.

Other EIA surveysthat provided information for this report
are Forms EIA-816, “Monthly Natural Gas Liquids
Report,” and EIA-64A, “Annual Report of the Origin of
Natural Gas Liquids Production,” for gas processed, plant
fuel, and extraction loss data; Form EIA-857, “Monthly
Report of Natural Gas Purchases and Deéliveries to
Consumers,” for data on the citygate prices; Forms
EIA-759, “Monthly Power Plant Report,” and FERC-423,
“Monthly Report of Cost and Quality of Fuels for Electric
Plants,” for data on the quantity and price of natural gas
consumed by electric utilities; and Office of Fossil Energy,
“Natural Gas Importsand Exports,” for data on the quantity
and price of natural gas imports and exports. The EIA
report, U.S. Crude Oil, Natural Gas, and Natural GasLiquids
Reserves, Annua Reports, was the source of the reserves
data.

Some of the data are collected under the authority of the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), an inde-
pendent commission within the DOE that has jurisdiction

Cautionary Note: Number of Residential Consumers

TheEnergy Information Administration (EIA) expectsthat there may be somedouble countingin thenumber of residential us-
ersreported for 1999 and 2000.

EIA collectsinformation on the number of residential consumersthrough asurvey of companies that deliver gasto consumers
(Form EIA-176). The survey asks companiesfor the number of residential customers served as sales customersaswell ascus-
tomersto whom they deliver gas purchased from others. Traditionally, residential customers obtained the gasand all services
associated with delivering it from their local distribution company (LDC). The LDC recordsthese customers as sales custom-
ers. Customer choice programsallow consumersto select the provider fromwhomthey purchasegas. When customerselectto
purchasegasfromaprovider other thantheLDC, theLDC continuesto deliver the gasto the household even thoughit nolon-
ger sellsthe gas. When customers switch to another provider, they become transportation service customersfor the LDC. A
residential customer who entersacustomer choiceprogram will beclassified both asatraditional salescustomer and, after en-
tering the program, as a transportation service customer. This double reporting affects the number of residential consumers
shown in the Historical Natural Gas Annual.

Table 17 assistsreadersin evaluating the extent and possibl e effect of doublereporting. It liststhe number of residential sales
and transportation customers reported on Form EIA-176 for 1999 and 2000. Appendix A of the EIA report, Natural Gas An-
nual 2000 includes the survey Form EIA-176, “Annua Report of Natural and Supplemental Gas Supply and Disposition.”
Numbers of residential customers are reported on thisform for both sales (in Part V, line 5.4.1) and transportation (in Part V,
line 7.4.1).

Customer choiceprograms, also known asretail unbundling programs, wereimplemented during 1998, 1999, and 2000. A de-
scription of these programs for States offering customer choice is on the EIA web site at: www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/natu-
ral_gas/restructure/restructure.html.
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primarily in the regulation of electric utilities and the
interstate natural gasindustry. The United States Geol ogical
Survey (USGS) andthe United StatesMinerals M anagement
Service (MMS) of the Department of the Interior, and the
Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission (IOGCC) were
sources of supplemental information on production, the
number of producing gas and gas-condensate wells, and
wellhead values. The geographic coverage is the 50 States
and the District of Columbia.

See Appendix A of theNatural Gas Annual 2000 report for a

description of the data collection surveys, the report
methodology, and survey response rates. All volumes of
natural gas in this publication are reported at 14.73 pounds
per square inch absolute and 60 degrees Fahrenheit, except
where noted. A glossary of termsis provided to assist users
in understanding the data presented.

The tables of datathat appear in thisreport are available on
the Internet. Visit our World Wide Web Site at:
http://www.eia.doe.gov or seethe Contacts pagefor specific
inquiries.
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